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DIVERSITY REVIEW COMMITTEE
MINUTES
February 26, 2013
3:30-5:00
VKC-160
I. WELCOME
II. APPROVAL OF DECEMBER 2012 MINUTES
(APPROVED 
III. ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
1. AMST-285m African American Popular Culture (4) Examines the history of popular cultural forms such as literature, music, dance, theatre, and visual arts produced by and about African Americans.
BASIS FOR REVIEW: The committee feels that the syllabus is lacking a clear diversity statement, that the second dimension of diversity is not evident, that the connection to the contemporary context could be more explicit, and that how the course addresses conflicts related to the dimensions of diversity is not clear enough.
RECOMMENDATION: The committee requests that the faculty revise the syllabus to provide a clearer diversity statement and a weekly breakdown that more clearly shows where additional dimensions of diversity beyond race will be addressed.

2. ENGL-445m The Literatures of America: Cross-Cultural Perspectives (4) Introduction to African-American, Chicano, Asian American, and Native-America literatures—and to the literary diversity of American cultures.
BASIS FOR REVIEW: Two reviewers expressed concerns about the lack of information provided in the weekly course breakdown related to when/how various diversity dimensions will be covered.  One reviewer notes that the faculty member teaching this course is not a regular member of the English department faculty, thus the committee may want to ask if this faculty member regularly teaches the course or if other faculty teach it, perhaps differently.  
RECOMMENDATION: The committee requests that the faculty member provide a revised syllabus with a weekly breakdown that shows clearly where the different dimensions of diversity will be addressed.  Further, the committee requests that the department provide information about future plans for teaching this course, if the current faculty member will not be teaching the course regularly.  The committee asks that the department agree to continue offering the course in the spirit of the diversity requirement should the faculty change.
IV. APPROVED PROPOSALS

A. DIVERSITY COURSE FIVE-YEAR REVIEWS
1. ENGL-444m Native American Literature (4) Survey of Native American literature, including oral traditions and print genres, such as short story, poetry, novel, and autobiography, from 1700 to the present.
(APPROVED FOR 5 YEARS
