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UNIVERSITY COMMITTEE ON CURRICULUM (UCOC)
MINUTES
February 5, 2008
2:00-4:00
VKC 152 
I.

MINUTES FROM JANUARY UCOC MEETING

· APPROVED
II.

JANUARY PANEL AND SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS

A.
ARTS AND HUMANITIES 
-- ACCEPTED
B.
HEALTH PROFESSIONS   -- ACCEPTED
C.
OFF-CAMPUS STUDIES  -- ACCEPTED
D.
SCIENCE, MATH AND ENGINEERING  -- ACCEPTED
E.
SOCIAL SCIENCE  -- ACCEPTED
F.
DIVERSITY REQUIREMENT COMMITTEE  (No January report)
III. ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS
· APPROVED as amended re: ENE courses
IV. INFORMATION ITEMS
A. List of courses not offered for 3-5 (or more) years to be purged from the catalogue 
B. Add “g” suffix to the following courses, which have been approved for General Education credit effective Fall 2008:
Category I, Western Cultures and Traditions


                    COLT-101g
Masterpieces and Masterminds: Literature and Thought of the West (4)


                    COLT-251g
Modern Literature and Thought of the West Since 1800 (4)

Category II, Global Cultures and Traditions


                    COLT-102g
On Location: The Place of Literature in Global Cultures (4)

· NOTE: The memo includes another new course, GEOG-101g, which we expect to receive from the College in time for the March UCOC meeting.

V. DISCUSSION ITEMS
DEFERRED ITEM
· DISCUSSED and APPROVED WITH COMMENTS, edited version of the task force report, which was distributed in advance of the meeting.  Jean Morrison explained that the focus of the four task force members (Jean Morrison and Juliet Musso, Giulio Ongaro, and Alice Parker) was to establish guidelines especially about nonstandard programs.  Three tiers of guidelines were put forth, addressing general as well as more specific issues. 
· Discussion about pg.2, bullet four under Specific Issues, regarding terms to use for ‘…faculty who develop and teach a substantive portion of the core courses that define the degree.’  Recognizing that non-full-time faculty, including clinical faculty, are employed in various ways by different schools, this section is to be amended to accommodate this variation.   Programs have the option to justify the involvement of voluntary and adjunct faculty.
· Discussion about pg. 3, reaffirming the importance of capstone experience consisting of independent work completed by each individual.
· UCOC endorses and sends to the provost the task force report, and encourages the provost to circulate the amended report to all deans for feedback, with a deadline for feedback in advance of the March UCOC meeting.  The UCOC also will forward the report to the School of Pharmacy asking them to resubmit the request for the professional doctoral program, with the new guidelines in mind.  
FROM THE JANUARY 15, 2008 UCOC MINUTES:
NEW PROFESSIONAL DOCTORAL DEGREES
Beth Garrett informed UCOC members by email in advance of the meeting that the Provost has requested recommendations from UCOC with respect to proposals to establish new professional doctoral degrees.  A proposal from the Pharmacy school to establish a new doctorate in regulatory sciences was received by the provost this fall, and the provost has not yet forwarded that request for curriculum committee review; however, a copy of the proposal was provided to UCOC members in advance of the meeting for informational purposes.  The provost expects more of these kinds of proposals and this was seen as a good time and opportunity to determine what recommendations UCOC has with respect to professional doctoral degrees.
 
Two other documents were provided in advance of the meeting; one was a list of the professional doctorates that are currently offered by USC with some statistics that give a sense of their scope, including the dates they were approved (a date of 1/1/1950 indicates that the program is a longstanding one, a date chosen arbitrarily when we moved to a new data system.). Unlike the PhD degree, which is conferred by the Graduate School, these degrees are conferred by the school offering them.  The other document provided was a report on professional doctorates recently released by the Council of Graduate Schools.  

Most of existing professional doctorates are traditional (MD, JD, DDS, for example), and have been in existence since or before 1950.  The newer ones are also specialized and structured.  Professional aspects are governed by outside accrediting bodies.  Tom Cummings suggests a task force made up of one former and two current UCOC members, with representation from the Graduate School, who will do a report and develop guidelines for review at the February UCOC meeting.  The proposed doctoral program from Pharmacy can then be sent for subcommittee review, and future proposals will benefit as well.  
Potential issues for task force consideration include

1.  Standards for admission

2.  National landscape -- what other schools are doing

3.  Whether a proposed degree is more like an executive masters than a professional doctorate

4.  Use of adjuncts (seen as useful for professional degrees and not so for PhDs)

5.  Objective of this training -- what will graduates do that they couldn't do without the degree?

6.  Curricular relationship with the flagship degree; whether overlap or separation is the best approach.

7.  How much if any is offered online?  If it's mainly online, is that a problem?

8.  Oversight, if any, by outside accrediting institutions with their own standards -- or through some sort of external test (e.g., Bar exam, medical boards).

9. Is there a required culminating experience, and if so, what are the requirements? (The CGS study counsels against a team project, for example.)

Institutional oversight of professional doctorates at this time is provided as part of the academic program reviews that take place in the fall; and budget planning meetings in the spring also help determine how many students can be admitted to academic programs.  The number of degrees granted each year is monitored. 

Both explicit and implicit guidelines are expected to be proposed by the task force.  They will be provided in advance of the February meeting.

Members present





Members absent



Guests



Elinor Accampo






Ron Alkana





Catherine Quinlan





Hans Bozler






Aimee Bender





Stephen Bucher






Eugene Bickers (ex-officio)





 

Thomas Cummings (chair)



M. Jordan Blair (student)







Jo Ann Farver






Samantha Foley (student)

Frances M. Fitzgerald (support staff)

Steven Lamy (ex officio)

Richard Fliegel (for Aimee Bender)

Janet Levin

Judy Garner






Giulio Ongaro

Elizabeth Garrett (ex officio)

Jean Morrison (ex officio)

Juliet Musso

Alice Parker

Terry Seip

Kenneth L. Servis (ex-officio)
Lynn Sipe (ex-officio)

_______________________________________________
__________________________

Thomas Cummings, Chair, University Committee on Curriculum

Date

